
Chef Ian’s Wedding 

Hello and welcome to our summer newsletter. 
In this edition - �nd out how our holiday season is going so far, and welcome our new team member. Join us to 

celebrate our chef Ian’s wedding and meet some of the wonderful people who have been supporting us. 

Plus, don’t miss our summer prize draw, for your chance to win a cash prize. 
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Congratulations to our lovely chef, Ian, who married his partner 

Rosalind on 16th May. The YCT team were delighted to attend 

the beautiful ceremony and reception held at The Fox Inn, Ansty. 

It was a very special day, in the heart of the Dorset countryside, to 

celebrate the happy couple. 

The team have enjoyed counting down the days with Ian in the run 

up to the big day, and messages have been pouring in from many 

of the guests who have enjoyed meeting Ian during their holidays. 

We all send our very best wishes to Ian and Rosalind. 
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Congratulations to Mollie and Tom 

who recently got engaged during 

their Youth Cancer Trust holiday. 

Tom proposed to Mollie during 

a trip to the beach in a romantic 

moment, against a backdrop of the 

stunning Dorset coastline. 

The team are all really excited for 

the pair, who enjoyed celebrating 

their engagement with guests and 

staff at Manor Farm Barn. 

“We are both very happy and 

have already started the wedding 

planning,” says Mollie. 

We can’t wait to hear about your 

plans and it was a pleasure to 

witness this special moment for 

you both. 

Surprise Engagement 

Mollie & Tom

https://www.facebook.com/YouthCancerTrustYCT 
https://www.instagram.com/youth_cancer_trust/
https://x.com/i/flow/login?redirect_after_login=%2FyouthcancerYCT
http://www.youthcancertrust.org
http://www.youthcancertrust.org
http://www.youthcancertrust.org
https://www.youtube.com/user/YouthCancerTrustYCT
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Holiday Round Up by Jo - The �rst holiday of the season

We returned to our beautiful farmhouse in Dorset 

for our �rst week of the 2026 season in glorious 

sunshine.

Greeted by the goats and donkeys we readied the 

house for 12 guests and a guide dog, with the help 

of our new host Sarah and her husband Andrew.

On Monday, after journeys from across the country 

by plane, train and automobile, our guests settled in 

with a welcome meal from our chef Ian uniting the 

group around the kitchen table setting the tone for 

a week of connection, laughter and restoration.

It is always so lovely to catch up with returning 

guests. To �nd out how they are doing in life and 

the adventures they have been having since we last 

saw them. A chance for old friends to connect and 

for new guests to be welcomed into the YCT family 

with a warmness and kindness that you only get 

with a group of people who truly understand each 

other’s struggles and can celebrate each other’s 

achievements without judgment.

On Tuesday morning the group visited the nearby 

Max Events to try out their team building session 

with MJ.

Blindfold tent building, puzzle solving and team 

challenges in the sunshine of the beautiful Dorset 

countryside was a great way to spend some time. 

The afternoon was spent in the outdoor pool, 

feeding the farm animals and a visit to the local pub 

by the group ended the day.
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YCT is fortunate to be supported by the charity 

Sailability. They offer groups the opportunity to try 

out sailing from Poole Yacht club in Poole harbour 

with their passionate and friendly volunteers. 

Wednesday afternoon is our designated spot, and 

8 keen guests donned their life jackets and sea 

legs to enjoy the views from their sailing boats. 

Windswept but happy they returned to land and 

welcomed hot drinks before heading back to base 

for pizza, pasta and an evening around the table, 

chatting, painting and laughing together.

www.youthcancertrust.orgFIND OUT MOREFIND OUT MORE Find out more
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Holiday Round Up by Jo - Cont’d

On Thursday morning we had a visit from Harriet and 

George from Save Energy UK. The company had 

chosen YCT as their charity of the month and made 

a kind donation. Guests showed the pair around and 

introduced them to some of the animals. 

The Bournemouth Echo shared a post about 

the visit:

“Save Energy UK is proud to support the incredible 

work of the Youth Cancer Trust, giving back to the 

community in a meaningful way.”

George and Harriet recently attended one of the 

Trust’s wellbeing holidays. These special breaks are 

designed to reduce isolation, boost con�dence, 

and improve overall wellbeing, giving young people 

the opportunity to enjoy experiences away from 

hospitals and ongoing treatment. 

http://www.youthcancertrust.org
https://www.facebook.com/YouthCancerTrustYCT 
https://www.instagram.com/youth_cancer_trust/
https://x.com/i/flow/login?redirect_after_login=%2FyouthcancerYCT
https://www.youtube.com/user/YouthCancerTrustYCT
http://www.youthcancertrust.org
http://www.youthcancertrust.org


Sarah is a new member of the team joining 

us as a full time volunteer host for the 2026 

holiday season. Sarah �rst met the team 

when her daughter attended a YCT holiday 

and along with her family has supported the 

charity by volunteering at many events before 

becoming a team member.

“I have been volunteering for YCT for three 

holidays now, and have genuinely loved 

every second. Meeting and helping all of 

our amazing guests has been an absolute 

privilege. We’ve enjoyed many activities; 

swimming in the house pool, sailing, team 

building events, feeding the lambs at a local 

animal sanctuary, a day at Monkey World 

and the ever popular visit to the glorious 

local beach where some of the braver guests 

dipped more than just their toes in the sea! 

I’m looking forward to the remaining holidays 

this year.” 

Sarah

www.youthcancertrust.orgFIND OUT MOREFIND OUT MORE Find out more
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Welcome Sarah 

Steve Randall owner of Save Energy UK said:

“Supporting organisations like the Youth Cancer Trust 

is incredibly important to us, we believe in giving back 

wherever we can and supporting charities that have such 

a meaningful impact in our community.

 

At Save Energy UK, we are proud to play a part in 

helping the Youth Cancer Trust continue its important work 

and would encourage anyone who can to support this 

fantastic charity.”

Because our groups travel from far and wide, a visit to 

local towns and in particular the seaside is always a 

request that we are only too happy to ful�l.

Swanage always welcomes us with its selection of shops, 

cafes and amusements. Something for everyone and two 

of the group even braved a swim in the sea before �sh 

and chips in the sunshine.

Thursday evening saw the group get their glow on for a 

walk around the village to mark the transition of the charity 

from Bournemouth to Dewlish through our Illuminate 

event. 

Holiday Round Up by Jo - Cont’d

http://www.youthcancertrust.org
https://www.facebook.com/YouthCancerTrustYCT 
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In April we hosted our annual 

Illuminate event, inviting supporters 

to �ll our social media with photos 

of their home illuminations, to show 

that we will always be a light in 

the dark for the young people 

we support. 

At Manor Farm Barn we draped 

ourselves with glow sticks and 

fairy lights, picked up our lanterns 

and set off on a walk around the 

village of Dewlish.  The walk was 

the �nal mile in our ‘mile a day 

for 22 days challenge’ in which 

we celebrate our history, on the 

anniversary of our relocation to 

Dorchester, a distance of 22 miles.

YCT Flower Show  

Each May to coincide with the famous Chelsea Flower 

Show, we host our very own YCT Flower Show. Guests 

are invited to send in photos of �owers they have grown, 

crafted or created. All entries go into a prize draw. 

Congratulations to the lucky winner of this year’s �ower 

show- Marreesa.
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Online we have been enjoying a variety of activities. We 

had lots of guests sign up for our dragon crafts activity, 

with a choice of paint by numbers, cross stitch or ‘how to 

draw a dragon’ book being sent out to guest’s homes. We 

met up on zoom to work on our chosen crafts together. 

A musical bingo night, world cup warm up party, relaxation 

and �ower crafts activity were also part of our Spring 

activity programme. 

Coming up soon we have a virtual horse racing evening 

and a strawberries and cream social. 

In our secure Facebook group we have been celebrating 

Pride and taking a mindful moment to appreciate nature in 

abundance as we enter the summer months.

http://www.youthcancertrust.org
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A really big thank you to Save Energy UK for their very kind donation of £500. We enjoyed spending time with 

Harriet and George from the team when they came to visit the group staying at Manor Farm Barn in April. They 

also brought lots of Easter eggs for the guests so we could make them each an Easter gift bag to take home. 

You can read more about the day in the Echo news article here: 

www.tinyurl.com/jc9c3yy5

AFCB  
Thank you so much to AFC Bournemouth 

Cherries Community Fund who kindly 

presented YCT’s Wendy with a £2000 

cheque during a presentation morning at 

their new performance centre. 

Wendy was delighted to be invited to the 

presentation and enjoyed meeting Marcus 

Tavernier and members of the brilliant staff 

team at AFCB.

A huge thank you to Neighbourly and the JD Sports Foundation for their generous 

£5,000 grant to Youth Cancer Trust.

This funding will enable �ve young people living with and beyond cancer to attend 

one of our therapeutic wellbeing holidays in Dorset.

Neighbourly & The JD Sports Foundation   

On behalf of everyone at Youth Cancer Trust, thank you to everyone for your kind 

and generous donations and for helping us continue supporting young people 

when they need it most.

http://www.youthcancertrust.org
https://www.facebook.com/YouthCancerTrustYCT 
https://www.instagram.com/youth_cancer_trust/
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This special retreat, nestled in the heart of Dorset, offers young people living with and beyond 

cancer, the opportunity to meet peers who truly understand.!

We still have holiday spaces for this year. 

Visit www.youthcancertrust.org/free-holidays for more information.

Experience an unforgettable journey of connection, growth, and 

respite at our Youth Cancer Trust Wellbeing Holiday.
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            X

www.tinyurl.com/mrrmswhz

www.tinyurl.com/2rzej7dv

            Facebook

www.tinyurl.com/3zpywh9m

          Instagram

www.tinyurl.com/mrwu5zy4

          Join our 

          WhatsApp 

          channel
www.tinyurl.com/5e92xz47
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Website: www.youthcancertrust.org

Email: admin@yct.org.uk

Phone: 01305 584064

Postal Address

Youth Cancer Trust

Advanced Healthcare Centre, The Factory, Peverell Avenue East, 

Poundbury, Dorchester, Dorset, DT1 3WE

Holiday Enquiry Form: www.youthcancertrust.org/free-holidays/enquire

Facebook

www.tinyurl.com/3zpywh9m

Instagram

www.tinyurl.com/mrwu5zy4

You Tube

www.tinyurl.com/2rzej7dv
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www.tinyurl.com/mrrmswhz
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